Handout Eight – Language and Society



Linguistic Ethnography
· Quantitative vs Qualitative
· More than one way to collect data
· Variationist methods typically focus on asking and answering questions about the variable system 

· What can the social tell us about lang variation?

· Quantifiable data, good for making generalizations

· Empirical base

· Drawbacks:

· Can’t answer all the interesting questions

· Limited time spent with community


· Qualitative methods

· e.g.: Participant observation

· Can balance out some of the shortcomings of more quantitative approaches

· Can be used in tandem with variationist methods

· Ethnography: An Overview

· Long interdisciplinary history
· Recently introduced into Sociolinguistic repertoire

· What is ethnography?

“In its most characteristic form it involves the ethnographer participating, overtly or covertly, in people’s daily lives for an extended period of time, watching what happens, listening to what is said, asking questions – in fact, collecting whatever data are available to throw light on the issues that are the focus of the research.” (Hammersley & Atkinson)

· What’s involved?
· Setting
· Research questions

· Gaining access

· Notes, interviews, data collection

· Synthesis



